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implements, tools, cooking utensils, weapons, as
well as their brass vessels, were wearing out and
required renewing. They looked round for means
of procuring new ones, but could find no one skilful
enough to make them. In vain the townspeople
who followed other trades endeavoured to imitate
the skill of the five linked craftsmen. The basket-
maker made baskets, the shoe-maker shoes, the
well-digger dug wells, the oil-presser crushed out
the oil, the farmer grew corn, and the cowherd
supplied the town with milk and butter; but not
one of them could shape the bullock yoke or
fashion the cart-wheel or form the wooden plough-
share. None could temper the raw metal and
forge a pick-axe, a saw, file, or knife. Nor could
any one be found to dress a block of stone with
that cunning which permits the builder to dispense
with mortar in building, nor to mould a brass tray
or lota, nor to turn and engrave a fine gold bangle
for a bride.
Then arose an outcry at the mistake made in
the past in the annihilation of these five indispens-
able trades. The Maharajah was full of regret
for his hasty action and did what he could to
make amends. He offered a large reward for the
discovery of a survivor of the extinct castes, who